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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming  83020 

January  13,  1967 

Summary  of  December  1966  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

Varying  weather,  snow,  below  freezing  temperatures 
Yellowstone  Lake  froze  over  12/22 

1,296  visitors,  18%  decrease  over  last  year 
2,130,313  visitors  for  year 

North  Entrance  38%  increase  over  1965 

Bechler-Cave  Palls  area  by  snowmobiles 

YPCo.  took  107  visitors  to  OF  by  snowmobiles (large) 

126  visitors  by  two-person  snowmobiles 

7  skiers;  4  persons  w/dog  teams 

32  oversnow  rental  units;  20  privately-owned  units 

registered 
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SPECIAL         Supt,  to  Missoula  attend  Visitors  of  the  School  of 
ACTIVITIES      Forestry;  to  Helena  attend  Annual  Sears-Roebuck 

Foundation  Conservation  Awards;  Leland  Schoonover 
of  Poison  Conservationist  of  the  Year 

Chief  Ranger  and  Supt.  met  other  officials 
regarding  elk  management  and  transr lanting-in 
Billings,  12/13 

Extension  of  present  Medical  Contract;  new  contract 
with  Livingston  Clinic  agreed  upon 

Supt.  on  leave  12/21-31 

Chief  Ranger  attended  17th  Annual  Conv.  of  Mont. 
Outfitters,  Missoula,  12-9/10— theme  'Quality 
Recreation — A  Challenge" 

Chief  Ranger  attended  8th  Annual  meeting  of  Wyo. 
Outfitters  in  Cody,  12/2-3 

Naturalist  Canter  working  on  trail  plan  in  Porcelain 
Basin 
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Supt.  Staff  meetings  held  12/1  and  15 
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PERSONNEL 


Reassignment: 

Resignation 
Promotion 


Transferred 


Selected 


AWARD 


EMBLEM 

IN-SERVICE 
TRAINING 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Procurement  Agent  Joseph  E.  Vaughn, $100  for  use 
of  rubber  stamp  on  requisitions 

James  D.  Wilt,  20- year  Length-of -Service  Emblem 

Ch.Pk.Naturalist  Good  attended  Exec. Work  Shop 
at  Mather  Training  Ctr,  12/4-14 

NFFE  monthly  meeting  12/5 

Mammoth  school  closed  12/23-1/3/67 
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Asst.  Supt.  Martinek  completed  a  corres.  course 
in  Safety  Program  Administration  w/grade  of  A 

Historian  position  GS-170-11  abolished  12/15 

Aubrey  L.  Haines  to  Park  Naturalist,  eff.  12/4 
Elroy  W.  Bohlin  to  Mgt.  Asst.  (Big  Hole),  12/4 

Iris  I.  Warren,  Clerk-Dictating  Mach.  Trans.,  12/16 

Win.  G.  Armstrong  to  Foreman  III,  Maintenance,  12/18 
Elwood  W.  Jones,  to  Clerk-Steno,  GS-4 


Stanley  G.  Canter,  to  Asst.  Ch.Pk.Naturalist,  1/1/67    4-5 

Ranger  James  V.  Court  to  Big  Bend  NP,  12/18 

Supply  Clerk  Robert  L.  Warren  to  Dinosaur  NM,  12/29    5 

Joseph  E.  Vaughn,  to  Job  Corps  Center,  Great 
Smoky  Mountains,  eff.  2/12  5 


RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVATION 

SAFETY  AND 
HEALTH 


LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 


BUILDINGS  AND 
UTILITIES 


SIGNS 


Seismograph  serviced  at  NEE  12/21 

1  on-the-job  ii, jury-Maintenance  Division. 

414  motor  vehicle  accidents  for  1966;  7  persons 

killed  in  Park  this  year 

483  reported  Park  offences  for  1966,  less  than  1965 
Idaho  elk  and  deer  hunting  season  closed  along  Park's 
w.  and  s.  boundaries  12/4 

Water  pump  at  NEE  well  lowered  another  12  feet; 
Fire  siren  relocated  in  lower  housing  area 

3  over-snow  signs  constructed; 

300  trash  signs  constr.  and  painted 
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ROADS  AND 
TRAILS 


FOREST  FIRE 
PROTECTION 


BUILDING  FIRE 
PROTECTION 


Snow  plowing  between  Mammoth  and  Cooke  City; 

sanding; 

Park  section  of  main  street  in  Gardiner  improved; 

7  small  pullout  areas  graded  in  Reese  Creek  Road 

Joint  meeting  with  USFS  in  Billings  on  Air  Operations 
Center  at  W.Yell.,  2/28 

Plans  for  fire  equipment  training  in  raid-January 

Audibility  tests  on  fire  siren  after  moving 
inadequate . 


INSECTS  AND 

TREE  DISEASES   Completing  inventory  and  updating  maps  for  BRC 


WILDLIFE 


Migration  of  deer  to  Stevens  Creek  area 

Dr.  John  Craighead  examined  2  grizzly  bear  dens 

in  Hayden  Valley;   1  abandoned;  1  contained  a  sow 

and  2  cubs  7 

Bison  census  of  12/22  listed  -  303 

Mammoth/NNE  1,100  elk  counted  12/9 

Helicopter  flight  from  Jackson  Hole  to  Hayden 

Valley  -  no  elk  inside  the  Park  8 

ELK  MANAGEMENT  Elk  Reduction  began  12/12 
AND  DISTRIBUTIONLive  Shipped  ) 

Liv  trapped  )  Listed  8-9-10 

Hunter  Kill   ) 

Helicopter  Use) 

Helicopter  costs  chg  for  live  elk  to  Indian  tribes      10 

BIGHORNS       66  counted  between  NNE  and  Lamar  on  12/9  10 

CONCESSIONS     Oversnow  equipment  route  around  east  side  of  Bunson 
Peak  approved 

700  guests  at  Mammoth  Motor  Inn  for  month 
contracting  firms  engaged  for  Grant  Village 
Development  and  other  areas 
MMI  open  this  winter  10-11 

Medical  Contract  ex  pired  12/31.  Extension  obtained 
for  90  days;  new  contract  with  Livingston  Clinic  to 
Washington  Office  for  approval  11 
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Agreements  for  operation  of  Bridge  Bay  and  Grant 
Village  have  expired;  letters  of  extension  have 
been  signed  for  another  season 

PUBLICITY      Yellowstone  Weekly  News  issued  each  Thursday 
3  press  releases:  Park  Clinic  Continuance; 
Park  Elk  Mgt.  Program,  1966-67;  Park  Hourly  Wages; 
Award  to  Joseph  Vaughn 

CHAgEL  USE      Protestant  services  held  throughout  month 
Special  Christmas  Eve  Services 

PUBLIC         West  Yellowstone  Snowmobile  Assoc,  will  host 
RELATIONS       Western  Snowmobile  Assoc  meet  this  year  -  week 
of  Mary  17,  18,  19 

BIG  HOLE  NATIONAL  BATTLEFIELD   -  Listed 
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DESIGN  AND 
CONSTRUCTION 


Yellowstone  National  Park     -  Listed 
Big  Hole  National  Battlefield  -  Listed 
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^  UNITED  STATES 

Ejjy!  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

**g7/  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

||X         Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming  83020 
^£6t&:  January  13,  1967 

Mmtirandum 

To:      Director 

From:     Superintendent,  Yellowstone 

Subject:   Superintendent's  Monthly  Narrative  Report,  December  1966 

SUHMJ 
Weather  Conditions. 

Varying  weather  occurred  in  December.  Snow  fell  on  December  1,  3, 
4,  5,  8.  These  storms  were  accompanied  by  temperatures  generally 
below  freezing.  Below  freezing  temperatures  prevailed  through  the 
10th.  A  warming  trend  began  on  the  11th  and  lasted  through  the 
14th.  Generally  fair  weather  prevailed  through  the  20th.  Light 
snow  fell  on  the  23rd  and  the  temperature  dropped.  Zero  to  sub- 
zero nighttime  and  below  freezing  daytime  temperatures  prevailed 
through  the  rest  of  the  month. 

Various  high  and  low  temperatures  recorded  around  the  Park  were: 

Maximum  Minimum 

Temperature   Date    Temperature    feoj 

North  Entrance  50  degrees  12/13  &  14  -  1  degree   12/28 

Northeast  Entrance  46            1-19  23 

Tower  45  13  -15  9 

Lamar  42  14  -24  23  &  28 

Mammoth  (Headquarters)   42  13  &  14  -11  28 

Old  Faithful  42  11/30  -28  10 

West  Yellowstone  33            I  -35  9 

Greatest  snow  accumulation  -  Lewis  Divide  -  48  inches. 
Least  snow  accumulation    -  East  Entrance  -  13  inches. 
Average  snow  accumulation  -  26  inches. 
Average  water  content      -  6.7  inches 
(This  is  very  close  to  our  15-year  average.) 

Yellowstone  Lake  froze  over  on  December  22,  1966. 
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Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel. 

Visitors  entering  Yellowstone  National  Park  during  December  totaled 

1,296  with  total  number  of  automobiles  360,  This  is  an  18  percent 
decrease  as  compared  to  December  1965.  Visitors  entering  Yellowstone 
for  the  year  1966  totaled  2,130,313. 

The  North  Entrance  had  a  monthly  total  of  250  vehicles  entering  the 
Park  for  an  increase  of  38  percent  over  the  same  period  last  year. 
An  additional  88  visitors  arrived  as  a  Yellowstone  Park  Company  tour 
group. 

Over-Snow  Travel. 

The  only  travel  into  the  Bechler-Cave  Falls  area  was  by  snowmobiles. 
There  was  no  tabulation  of  the  registers  during  December.  The  Bechler 
Ranger  Station  road  was  impassable  after  December  1. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  took  107  visitors  to  Old  Faithful  during 
the  month  in  their  large  snowmobiles.   Small  two-person  snowmobiles 
took  an  additional  126  people  into  the  Park—most  of  them  to  Old 
Faithful. 

Seven  skiers  and  four  persons  with  dog  teams  and  sleds  made  shorter 
trips. 

Thirty-two  oversnow  rental  units  and  20  privately-owned  units  have 
been  registered  at  West  Entrance  to  date. 

Snow  Course  Data,  December  1966 

The  following  is  a  list  of  snow  courses  taken  at  the  end  of  December 
1966.  The  data  tabulated  gives  the  percent  of  water  content  as  ex- 
pressed over  a  15-year  average  as  calculated  by  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service.  The  years  1948-1952  are  used  to  express  the  15-year  average. 


15-year 

Average 

Percent 

Section 

Date 

Snow 

Water 

Water 

of 

of 

Course 

Taken 

Depth 

Content 

Content 

Average 

Park 

Northeast 

12/31/66 

17 

4.0 

3.9 

103 

N 

Lupine 

1/  4/67 

24 

5.1 

4.4 

116 

N 

Norrie 

12/29/66 

23 

6.0 

4.3 

140 

N 

New  Lake 

12/30/66 

21 

3.9 

4.0 

97 

s 

Old  Lake 

12/30/66 

22 

4.2 



s 

Canyon 

12/30/66 

28 

6.2 

6.0 

103 

M 

Sylvan  Pass 

12/28/66 

18 

3.6 

5.6 

64 

1 

East  Entrance 

12/28/66 

13 

2.3 

4.4 

52 

s 

Lewis  Divide 

1/  2/67 

48 

15.9 

18.4 

86 

1 

Aster  Creek 

1/  2/67 

40 

12.8 

13.3 

96 

s 

West  Thumb 

1/  2/67 

31 

8.6 

8.9 

97 

s 

Coulter  Cr. 
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Snake  River 

1/  2/67 
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Snake  River 

2.05 

Tower  Fall 

1.53 

Lamar 

1.29 

Lake 

2.06 

Mammoth 

1.10 

Precipitation  Totals  Average  Water  Content 

North  .  .  .  115% 
South  .  .  .  81% 
Park  average  94% 


Special  Activities 

The  Superintendent  attended  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors  of  the  School  of  Forestry,  University  of  Montana  on  the  1st. 
On  the  second  he  met  with  officials  of  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game 
Department  in  Helena  and  in  connection  therewith  attended  the  Annual 
Sears-Roebuck  Foundation  Conservation  Awards  Presentation  by  Governor 
Tim  Babcock  in  the  State  Capitol  city.  The  awards  went  to  nine  indi- 
viduals in  Montana  for  their  work  in  various  conservation  activities. 
Leland  Schoonover  of  Poison  received  the  Conservationist  of  the  Year 
award.  Mr.  Schoonover  is  a  long-time  member  and  leader  in  the  Montana 
Wildlife  Federation  and  is  an  ardent  Yellowstone  friend. 

The  Chief  Ranger  and  Superintendent  met  with  Harrell  Mosbaugh,  Interior 
Department  Coordinator  for  the  Missouri  River  Basin  and  various  officials 
of  the  Regional  office  of  the  B.I.A.,  including  Regional  Director  James 
Canon,  regarding  the  Yellowstone  elk  management  program  and  trans- 
planting elk  on  the  Crow  Indian  Reservation  in  Billings  on  the  13th. 

Discussions  were  held  with  doctors  representing  the  Livingston  Clinic, 
Livingston,  Montana,  on  the  8th  and  16 th  regarding  a  concession  con- 
tract for  the  furnishing  of  medical  services  in  the  Park.   Progress  was 
made  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  terms  of  a  contract  had  been  agreed 
upon,  but  details  involved  in  medical  plans  for  employees  had  not  been 
finally  settled.   Discussions  were  also  carried  on  with  the  Park  Clinic 
in  Livingston  to  work  out  an  extension  of  that  Medical  Group's  contract 
for  furnishing  medical  services  pending  firming  up  a  working  arrange- 
ment with  the  Livingston  Clinic.  An  extension  was  agreed  to  by  both 
parties  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  Superintendent  was  on  leave  from  the  21st  through  the  remainder  of 
the  month.  He,  with  his  family,  spent  the  holidays  with  relatives  and 
friends  in  Illinois  and  Minnesota. 

Chief  Park  Ranger  Harold  J.  Estey  attended  the  Seventeenth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Montana  Outfitters  and  Guides  Association  at 
Missoula,  December  9  and  10.  The  theme  of  the  convention  was  "Quality 
Recreation--A  Challenge." 
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Chief  Ranger  Estey  attended  the  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wyoming 
Outfitters  Association  in  Cody,  Wyoming,  December  2  and  3.  The  Chief 
Ranger  gave  a  report  on  Yellowstone's  1966  operating  season,  including 
the  elk  management  program. 

The  West  District  Naturalist  Canter  spent  December  1  at  Morris  working 
out  a  trail  plan  for  relocation  and  rebuilding  trails  in  the  Porcelain 
Basin. 

The  Superintendent's  staff  meetings  were  held  December  1  and  15. 

Administration 

There  were  223  on  the  payroll  for  the  period  ending  December  3,  compared 
to  197  a  year  ago;  168  for  the  period  ending  December  17,  compared  to 
171  a  year  ago;  146  for  the  period  ending  December  31,  compared  to  166 
last  year. 

Personnel. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Hartinek  has  completed  a  correspondence  course 
in  Safety  Program  Administration  conducted  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  Graduate  School.  Mr.  Martinek's  final  grade  on  the 
course  was  "A", 

The  position  of  Historian  GS- 170-11,  formerly  occupied  by  Aubrey  L. 
Haines,  was  abolished  December  IS. 

Reassignment 

Aubrey  L.  Haines,  reassigned  to  Park  Naturalist,  effective  December 
4. 

Elroy  W.  Bohlin,  reassigned  to  Management  Assistant  (Big  Hole), 
effective  December  4. 

Resignation 

Iris  I.  Warren,  Clerk- Dictating  Machine  Transcriber,  resigned  as  of 
December  16. 

Promotion 

William  G.  Armstrong,  to  Foreman  III,  Maintenance,  effective 
December  18,  and  designated  as  South  District  Maintenance  Super- 
visor. 
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Klwood  W.  Jones,  promoted  in  his  seasonal  position  to  Clerk- 
Stenographer  GS-4.  Tentatively  selected  for  reassignment  to  the 
position  vacated  by  Iris  warren,  pending  ceiling  clearance  from 
the  Midwest  Regional  Office. 

Stanley  G.  Canter,  Supervisory  Park  Naturalist,  promoted  to 
Assistant  Chief  Park  Naturalist,  GS-12,  effective  January  1. 


Transferred 

Out 


Park  Ranger  James  V.  Court,  to  District  Park  Ranger  at  Big  Bend 
National  Park,  effective  December  18. 

Supply  Clerk  Robert  L.  Warren,  a  subject  to  furlough  employee, 
transferred  to  Park  Ranger,  GS-5,  at  Dinosaur  National  Monument, 
effective  January.  His  last  day  of  duty  in  Yellowstone  was 
December  29. 


Selected 


Procurement  Agent  Joseph  E,  Vaughn  has  accepted  promotion  to 
Administrative  Office,  GS-11,  at  the  Job  Corps  Center  located  at 
Great  Smoky  Mountains,  effective  February  12. 

Engineering  Technician,  Richard  K.  Weaver,  was  selected  for 
promotion  to  Engineering  Technician,  GS-9,  at  the  San  Francisco 
Service  Center,  effective  January  15. 

Award 

Procurement  Agent  Joseph  E.  Vaughn  received  a  $100  cash  award  for  his 
suggestion  for  the  use  of  a  rubber  stamp  denoting  numerical  codes  in 
Requisitioner  and  Supplementary  Address  blocks  on  Multiline  Requisition 
Forms.   Superintendent  McLaughlin  presented  the  award  to  Mr.  Vaughn. 

James  D.  Wilt,  received  a  20-year  Length-of- Service  Emblem  for  com- 
pleting twenty  years  of  government  service  as  of  December  25. 

In-Service 
Training 

Chief  Park  Naturalist  Good  attended  the  Executive  Work  Shop  sessions  at 
the  Mather  Training  Center  at  Harpers  Ferry,  West  Virginia  from  December 
4  through  the  14th. 
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Miscellaneous 

The  National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  held  Its  regular  monthly 
meeting  December  5. 

Mammoth  school  was  closed  December  23  through  January  3. 

Interpretation.  Conservation  and  Use 

Research  and  Observation 

The  seismograph  station  at  Northeast  entrance  was  serviced  on  the  21st. 

Safety  and  Health 

One  on-the-job  injury  was  reported  by  the  Maintenance  Division.  The 
employee  required  medical  attention  but  it  was  not  a  lost  time  accident. 

The  total  number  of  motor  vehicle  accidents  for  the  calendar  year  1966 
is  414.  This  total  represents  4  Class  C  accidents,  78  Class  B,  153  Class 
A,  and  179  Class  M,  The  four  Class  C  accidents  resulted  in  a  total  of 
seven  persons  being  killed  in  the  Park  for  the  year. 

Law  Enforcement 

The  year-end  total  of  reported  Park  offenses  for  1966  stands  at  483, 
somewhat  less  than  the  previous  year. 

The  Idaho  elk  and  deer  hunting  season  closed  along  the  Park's  south 
and  west  boundaries  on  Sunday,  December  4.  Hunter  contacts  the  last 
weak  of  the  hunting  season  was  moderate  to  heavy. 

Buildings  and  Utilities 

The  water  pump  at  the  Northeast  Entrance  well  was  lowered  another  12 
feet  to  a  depth  of  65  feet  which  leaves  approximately  three  inches  to 
the  bottom  of  the  well  which  indicates  approximately  a  fillup  of  8  feet 
silt  and  sand. 

The  fire  siren  was  removed  from  the  power  house  roof  and  relocated  in 
the  lower  housing  area  in  order  to  increase  audio  distance. 

Signs 


Three  over-snow  signs  and  register  boxes  were  constructed.  Three 
hundred  trash  signs  were  constructed  and  painted. 
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Roads  and  Trails 

Snov  plowing  between  Mammoth  and  Cooke  City,  Mammoth  and  Gardiner, 
and  in  the  Mammoth  Area,  has  been  the  major  part  of  Roads  and  Trails 
operations  for  the  month.   Routine  plowing  and  sanding  was  ac- 
complished on  a  seven-day  week  basis  with  staggered  crews. 

The  Park  section  of  the  main  street  in  Gardiner  was  improved;  seven 
small  pullout  areas  were  graded  along  the  Reese  Creek  Road  to  accommo- 
date fishermen  and  prevent  vehicle  travel  across  meadows  to  the 
Yellowstone  River. 

Forest  Fire  Protection 

Time  was  devoted  to  discussions  and  operational  planning  for  the  Air 
Operations  Center  at  West  Yellowstone  in  preparation  for  a  joint 
meeting  with  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  in  Billings,  Montana  on 
February  28. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  for  a  fire  equipment  training  program 
during  mid- January. 

Building  Fire  Protection 

Audibility  tests  were  made  on  the  fire  siren  in  the  Zone  1  area.  Even 
after  moving  it  to  a  more  central  location  it  was  found  to  be  inadequate. 
Information  is  now  being  gathered  on  a  larger,  more  penetrating  siren— 
possibly  one  that  could  be  heard  throughout  the  entire  Mammoth  area, 
therefore  requiring  only  the  one  unit. 

Insects  and  Tree  Diseases 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  completing  the  Blister  Rust  Control 
inventory  and  updating  maps  and  tables  from  data  compiled  during  the 
summer's  operation. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities 

The  fall  and  winter  migration  of  deer  to  the  Stephens  and  Reese  Creek 
area  was  noted  through  the  first  half  of  the  month.  Ninety-one  road- 
side deer  were  counted  on  one  occasion. 

On  December  28,  Dr.  John  Craighead  examined  two  grizzly  bear  dens  in  the 
Hayden  Valley  area.  One  was  abandoned;  the  other  contained  a  sow  and 
two  cubs. 
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Mary  Meagher  attempted  a  bison  census  on  December  22.  Her  obser- 
vations follow: 

Firehoie  River  area  ...   14  (bulls) 

Hayden  Valley  100 

Pelican  Valley 146 

Lamar  Valley  ......  _43 

303 

Early  in  the  morning  on  the  9th,  1,100  elk  were  counted  from  the 
highway  between  Mammoth  and  Northeast  Entrance. 

During  a  helicopter  flight  from  Jackson  Hole  to  Hayden  Valley,  Dr. 
John  Craighead  did  not  see  any  elk  inside  Yellowstone  National  Park. 
Hayden  Valley  was  scouted  fairly  thoroughly.  A  total  of  76  bison 
were  counted  with  one  herd  of  60  (contained  at  least  10  neckbands) 
and  the  remaining  16  widely  scattered  in  small  groups.  He  thought 
there  were  probably  150  bison  in  the  area  judging  from  tracks. 

Elk  Management  and  Distribution 

The  Northern  Yellowstone  elk  reduction  program  began  on  December  12. 
The  status  of  the  reduction  at  the  end  of  December  and  comparative 
figures  for  last  year  are  summarized  below: 

1966-67         1965-66 


Live  Shipped 

384 

184 

Hunter  Kill  (Outside  Park) 

50 

30 

Biological  Collection 

43 

45 

Trap  Loss 

_J1 

9 

488 

If* 

Live  Trapped 

534 

302 

Neckband ed 

0 

11 

Re trapped  Elk 

107 

73 

Escaped 

17 

13 

Preliminary  indications  are  that  truckers  have  had  exceptionally  light 
losses  of  live  shipped  elk. 

Twenty  percent  of  the  live  trapped  elk  have  been  re traps  of  marked 
animals. 
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Following  is  a  summary  of  the  helicopter  drives  made  during  December: 
Date     Trap  No.  Trapped 


12/12 

Crystal 

94 

12/13 

Slough 

175 

12/18 

Crystal 

52 

12/19 

Slough 

46 

12/20 

Crystal 

167 

By  December  20  when  the  last  drive  prior  to  the  Christmas  break  was 
made,  elk  were  getting  scarce  around  both  the  Crystal  and  Slough  Creek 
traps.   Weather  was  not  severe  enough  to  keep  elk  migrating  through  the 
trap  areas  in  any  numbers. 

Two  attempts  were  made  to  drift  elk  down  the  Yellowstone  River  with  the 
objective  of  encouraging  movement  out  of  the  Park.  On  December  13 
approximately  one  hour  was  spent  driving  about  300  elk  from  the  base  of 
Hellroarlng  Slopes  (T58N,  R112W,  N%,  Sec.  31)  along  the  river  trail  to 
between  Little  Cottonwood  Creek  and  Big  Cottonwood  Creek  (T58N,  R113W, 
N%,  Sec.  23),  a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  The  elk  drove  very  easily 
and  closely  followed  the  prominant  migration  trails. 

On  December  14  this  group  of  elk  was  still  in  the  same  area  where  it  was 
left  the  day  before.  Another  group  of  200  to  300  was  driven  from  about 
one  mile  west  of  the  Hellroaring  patrol  cabin  (T58N,  R112W,  Sec.  30) 
on  December  18  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Cottonwood  Creek  (T9S,  RIOE,  SE 
corner  of  Sec.  31),  a  distance  of  about  four  miles,  in  1.2  hours  of 
flying  time.  Once  again  the  elk  drive  easily  along  the  migration  trails 
without  scattering.  No  attempt  was  made  to  drive  them  into  the 
Yellowstone  River  canyon  west  of  Big  Cottonwood  Creek.  This  area  was 
checked  again  on  December  20.  Very  few  elk  remained  in  the  Big  Cotton- 
wood Creek  area.  There  were  a  few  scattered  elk  along  the  Yellowstone 
River  between  Big  Cottonwood  Creek  and  Crevice  Creek.  Apparently  most 
elk  moved  to  Cottonwood  Creek  had  moved  at  least  2  miles  back  east  and 
southeast  to  the  area  between  Little  Cottonwood  Creek  and  Hellroaring 
Creek. 

Elk  driven  on  December  13  probably  did  the  same  thing,   it  appears  that 
unless  the  weather  is  severe,  or  unless  severe  weather  moves  in  after 
elk  are  driven  down  the  river,  these  drives  will  not  result  in  any 
significant  movement  out  of  the  Park.  However,  an  attempt  to  move  elk 
from  the  Big  Cottonwood  Creek  area  down  into  the  canyon  toward  Black- 
tail  Deer  Creek  probably  should  be  made. 


(9) 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming 


. 

. 

- 

■ 

■ 

. 

... 
■ 

••      • 

■    ' 

-  •  , 

; 

i 

: 

•      -  ■ 

a    -     .- 


Hunter  harvest  in  the  Gardiner  area  has  been  slow.   Elk  have  been 
trickling  out,  but  no  large  scale  movements  have  occurred. 

A  total  of  14  elk  (7  yearlings  and  7  2-year-olds)  were  shipped  live 
to  the  Quick  Freeze  Packing  Plant  in  Livingston  for  biological  col- 
lections. Carcasses  were  disposed  of  through  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs. 

By  the  end  of  the  month  we  still  had  on  hand  approved  requests  for 
310  live  elk  from  outlets  other  than  Montana  and  Wyoming.  We  will 
likely  receive  another  request  for  300  from  the  Crow  Indian  Tribe  in 
the  near  future. 

Out  of  328  elk  tested  for  brucellosis,  6  or  2  percent  have  been  reactors 
or  suspects.  None  have  shown  a  positive  reaction  to  leptospirosis 
tests  and  no  scabies  has  been  noted. 

A  total  of  278  elk  have  been  weighed,  and  as  high  as  106  elk  have  been 
worked  through  the  traps  in  one  day.  The  new  holding  pen  at  the  Slough 
Creek  trap  lias  facilitated  testing  and  handling  a  great  deal. 

It  was  decided  that  only  helicopter  costs  will  be  charged  for  live  elk 
shipped  to  Indian  tribes.  This  information  was  given  to  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  who  will  pass  it  on  to  interested  tribes. 

Information  was  received  from  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 
that  all  elk  shipped  to  Montana  must  be  certified  free  of  brucellosis, 
and  no  elk  will  be  accepted  from  any  trapped  groups  that  contain  scabies 
infested  animals.  No  scabies  infestations  have  been  observed  on  any 
elk  trapped  this  winter;  however,  heavy  infestations  have  been  noted  on 
bulls  in  the  Mammoth-Gardiner  area. 

Bighorn  Sheep 

On  December  9th,  66  Bighorn  sheep  were  counted  between  Northeast 
Entrance  and  the  Lamar  station. 

Concessions 

Assistant  Superintendent  Martinek,  Concessions  Analyst  John  Clay  and 
Acting  North  District  Ranger  Scott  met  with  Mammoth  Hotel  Manager 
John  Dietz  and  approved  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company's  oversnow  equip- 
ment route  around  the  east  side  of  Bunsen  Peak.  Mr.  Dietz  reports 
that  visitor  use  of  the  machines  has  been  good. 
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The  Maamoth  Motor  Inn  reported  700  overnight  guests  this  month. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  have  engaged  the  contracting  firm  of 
Graham,  Scowcroft,  Hansen  and  Ottem  of  Billings,  to  plan  and  design 
all  improvements  and  new  developments  for  the  Company  other  than 
Grant  Village.  They  have  engaged  Wirth  &  Associates  of  Billings, 
to  do  the  planning  and  designing  of  the  Company  facilities  to  be 
constructed  in  the  Grant  Village  development. 

The  Mammoth  Motor  Inn,  open  this  winter  year  around,  is  doing  a  scant 
business  with  casual  vacationers,  but  has  had  several  large  groups  of 
a  convention  type.  The  manager  states  that  the  Inn  is  breaking  even. 

Yellowstone  Park  Medical  Service 

The  Medical  Service  contract  expired  December  31.  Park  Superintendent 
McLaughlin  obtained  an  extension  of  their  services  for  a  90-day  period. 

The  Livingston  Clinic  group  composed  of  Doctors  Moffitt,  Harris,  Walker, 
and  Allison  and  Park  officials  negotiated  a  satisfactory  agreement. 
Contract  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Washington  Office  upon  receipt  from 
the  doctors. 

Bridge  Bay»  Grant  Village ,  and  Pishing  Bridge  Operating  Agreements 

The  agreements  between  the  Service  and  Concessioners  for  the  operation 
of  government-owned  facilities  at  these  locations  have  expired.   Letters 
of  extension  continue  the  present  privileges  and  obligations  with  no 
change  from  the  1966  agreements.  Grant  Village  will  be  operated  under 
the  same  conditions  as  Bridge  Bay  has  been  operated. 

Public  Relations 

Publicity 

On  each  Thursday,  the  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  was  issued  to  keep 
employees,  concessioners,  and  others  currently  informed  of  Park 
happenings . 

Four  press  releases  were  issued:  Park  Clinic  Continuance;  Park  Elk 
Management  Program,  1966-67;  Park  Hourly  Wages;  Award  to  Joseph  Vaughn. 

Religious  and  Chapel  Use 

Protestant  services  were  held  throughout  the  month. 

A  special  Christmas  Eve  service  was  held  December  24  at  7:00  P.M., 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  John  Lee. 
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Public  Relations 

Ranger  Nelson  attended  a  meeting  of  the  West  Yellowstone  Snowmobile 
Association  in  West  Yellowstone,  Montana  and  distributed  copies  of 
the  "Rules  Governing  Winter  Activities."  The  club  is  again  hosting 
the  Western  Snowmobile  Association  meet  this  year.  The  gathering  is 
to  take  place  during  the  week  of  March  17,  18,  and  19*   Trips  to 
Old  Faithful,  much  like  the  ones  they  conducted  last  year,  are  planned. 
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BIG  HOLE  MMIOMAL  BATTLEFIELD 

General 

Weather  Conditions 

The  weather  during  the  month  was  variable,  with  eight  clear,  10  partly 
cloudy,  and  13  cloudy  days.  Snow  showers  occurred  10  days  accompanied 
by  strong  winds. 

A  maximum  temperature  of  44  degrees  was  noted  on  the  18th  and  a  minimum 
temperature  of  '10  degrees  was  recorded  on  the  23rd. 

Interpretive 

Research  and  Observations 

A  snowy  owl,  considered  to  be  rare  in  this  area,  was  seen  on  December  7. 

Operations 

The  Battlefield  office  was  moved  to  the  trailer  at  the  new  area  for 
winter  and  the  Siege  Area  office  closed. 

Design  and  Construction 

The  contractor,  Garrick  Construction,  removed  all  construction  equipment 
by  December  20. 
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Y£U0WSTOHS  SaTlOHAL  PARK 
iiesign  and  Construction  narrative 

1966 


Plana,  M#y  and,  JP*Vff3r«* 

The  following  dr swings  were  reviewed  end  recorasended  by  the 
taper  in t enden t : 


Preliminary  brewing  «  BP-TEL-$0©5»  Cabin  Development, 
by  Superintendent  Seceaber  5,   1966. 
Concessioner  Preliminary  Sit*  Plan,  &P-YSL-S499,  Hew  Cabins,   Canyon 

Village  Are*.     SecoanMmded  by  Superintendent  Decesaber  S,  1966. 
Concessioner  Preliminary  Site  Plan,  SP-YEL-8300,  Hew  Cabins,   Lake 
Ledge  Area.     Beeeeaended  by  Superintendent  Dece&her  5,   1966. 

CanH^t  Awarded: 

Mo.   1A-1G-2-101-34  to  Aiaaa  Construction  Co.,   Idaho  Fella,   Idaho, 
$67,352.00  for  construction  of  3  eoeifort  stations,  Upper  and  Lower 
Falls,   Canyon  Are*. 

&og  OEte  !*»*««  tot 

Wades  Inc.,  effective  COS  SKweaber  12 

12.  *  Prefinal  *  Construction  of  5  residences,  Maswoth 
not  Springs  (Wade's  Inc.  14-10-2*101-9) 


8  the  road  was  plowed  to  Grant  Village,  and  Wallace 
X>i  testae  reaoved  bis  asea  and  equip&wmt,  after  making  repairs  and 
Modifications  to  floats  and  breakwater  at  the  Marine. 

Meetings  attended  by  the  Hanageaent  Assistant  (Programs)  included 

Staff  Meetings,  Becenber  1st  and  15th 
Safety  Meeting,  Seeeaber  2nd 
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MS  mUL  BATIOHM,  BAXTUUPIKLD 
Design  and  Constructive  Hsrrative 

1964 


All  construction  work  fees  ceased  fa*  the  winter,  due  to  weather  coeditiofts, 

John  3.  HciAughlia 
Enclosures 

In  Triplicate 

cc: 

Rugioual  Director,  Miawest  asgiw 

Library 

Asst.  Supt. 

File 

HTracy:dh 
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YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK,  WYOMING   December  27,  1966 


Joseph  E.  Vaughn,  Procurement  Officer,  receiving  an  av;ard 
of  $100  for  his  suggestion  for  the  use  of  a  rubber  stamp 
denoting  numerical  codes  in  Requisitioner  and  Supplementary 
address  blocks  on  Multiline  Requisition  Forms. 
Superintendent  John  L.  McLaughlin  presented  the  award. 

NPS  Photo 


YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 


Bighorns  (Rocky  Mountain  sheep)  may  be  seen  near  the  summit 
of  Mount  Washburn  which  may  be  reached  by  park  bus  or  by 
hiking;  also  in  the  Gardiner  Canyon  near  the  north  entrance, 
Sheep  may  also  be  observed  on  winter  range  along  the  south 
facing  slopes  of  Mount  Everts  from  Undine  Falls  to  Gardiner, 
They  have  trails  along  the  perilous  rims  in  these  areas. 

NPS  Photo 


